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Chile and Argentine

Capurata, 1967 Near the northern tip of Chile, this snow and ice volcano
(19,653 ft) had its first ascent, on 7 October, by Ignacio Morlans and Police
Captain Pedro Rosende; it is located in the Chilean province of Arica, in which,
at present, due to the activity of the several groups that Rosende has been
leading there in the last three years, only some ten peaks of importance remain
unclimbed.

New Indian discoveries Repeatedly it had been reported in Chile that the
high peak of Cerro Tortolas (20,744 ft) had Indian rock cairns on its top, but
no investigation had been undertaken. On 21 February 1968, three climbers of
the Santiago section of the Club Andino de Chile placed a camp at over 20,000 ft
and ascended the peak, in which after two days of digging, and at a depth of 4 ft,
were found statuettes decorated with feathers and silver pins, as well as some
finely decorated ceramics. In April, a much larger party of Chileans and
Germans from the towns of Santiago and Le Serena (c. Canut, L. Krahl, S.
Kunstmann, H. Koch, F. Norra, R. Parada, J. Quinteros, E. Vicens, C. Wernli,
M. Zwahlen) again visited the mountain, establishing a high camp and organis
ing shifts in order to perform more digging. After a week of work, the following
material was collected, all of Inca extraction: knitting bags, a tambourine,
ceramics, wood sticks, wool clothing and herbs (see A.J. 73. 85 for a general
survey).

Central boundary areas, 1968 Cerro Tupungato (21,495 ft) was climbed by
the Vines route on 17 January 1968, by Ignacio Morlans and Pedro Rosende,
both from Santiago. On the Argentinian side, two members of the Club
Andinista Mendoza made the first ascent of the fine peak of Gemelo Grande
(c. 18,000 ft) and the second of its northern neighbour, Gemelo Norte (c. 17,000

ft). In the Ramada range, farther north, Cesarino Fava and Hector de la Vega
made the first ascent of the South face (ice) of Mercedario (21,884 ft), previously
attempted a number of times.

Patagonia

FITZROY GROUP

Italian expedition, 1968 This five-man party from Trieste made the first
ascent of the difficult rock spire Aguja Saint-Exupery (9711 ft) on 23 February;
they also made the second known ascent of Mojon Rojo (7330 ft).
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AiguilIe Poincenot, 1968 Second ascent by J. L. Fonrouge and A. Rosaco, by
new route on the South-west face.

Techado Negro, 1968 Second ascent, same party.

Cerro Torre: Cancellation of French Expedition, 1958 In his article
on the British expedition of 1967-8 (A.J. 73.188), Peter Crew was good enough
to mention the cancelled French expedition of 1958, and it might be helpful
to record exactly what happened, having checked my recollection against our
archives.

The expedition was about to depart when Jean Couzy received a letter from
WaIter Bonatti dated 20 October 1958. This said that Bonatti wanted to
return to attempt Cerro Torre that same year and indicated that, to this end,
he had left some equipment on the mountain. He hoped that he wouldn't meet
another expedition on the same peak. We didn't for one moment want to
hinder him, so we decided to· cancel the expedition. The fatal accident to
Jean Couzy happened after the cancellation ofthe expedition and this, together
with our concentration on the conquest of Jannu, caused us to let the Cerro
Torre project rest. Lucien Devies, President F. F. M.

FitzRoy, 1968 Third ascent, first by South-west buttress. 20-21 December.
Yvon Chouinard, Dick Dorworth, Chris Jones, Lito Tejada-Flores, Doug
Tomkins. ED. 2000 ft from the col, of which 1800 ft serious. Technical descrip
tion: The South-west buttress of FitzRoy rises from the col between the
Aguja de la Silla and the mountain itself [133]. A good site for a snow-cave
exists between the South-west buttress and the South buttress (the line of the
French route); however in a dry year this glacier is probably hard ice-see
Azema, The Conquest of FitzRoy (reviewed at length in A.J. 59. 467) and
Alpinisme, 1952, p 72. Gain a small ice-field above the col, then begin to work up
and left for four pitches (V +, AI). Two pitches of easier climbing follow,
trending left, then go up and right to a headwall (V +, A2). Another five
pitches (V+, AI) lead to the top of the buttress. The ice-plastered gendarmes
of the summit ridge give another six pitches (V, lA), and lead to the straight
forward final section. There are some seventeen technical pitches in all.
Climbing time c. twenty hours. Article, p 13 I. Chris Jones.

133 FitzRoy, showing the 1968 route in relatioll
to the French 1952 route See also [68-9]. Photo:
Chris lones
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PAINE GROUP

Principal first ascents Since preparing the list in A.J. 73. 157, we have
learned the following further information. The first ascent of Trident on 22
January 1961 was made by Vic Bray, Dave Clarke, Peter Henry, Barry Page
and Derek Walker. In 1966, a Japanese expedition from Hokkaido went to
Tierra del Fuego and after climbing several lesser peaks around Sal miento,
crossed to the mainland in a Chilean warship and made the first ascent of
Cerro Blanco (1900 m) in March. On the first ascent of Principal Cuernos, on
31 January 1968, rock difficulties were found only on the last tower, some
300 ft high. Most of the climb was rated at IV sup. with some 20 or 30 m of V
and VI grades, and some AI. Twenty-eight-pegs and three wedges, and some
fixed rope were needed. The party reached the top at 6.30pm in good weather,
but were forced to bivouac on the descent, and were caught by a storm on the
following day at the foot of the tower. They returned to Santiago after an
absence of forty days, of which, because of the peculiar Patagonia weather, only
four were spent in actual climbing.

Greenland
Japanese east-west crossing, Kungmiut-Jakobshavn, 1968 Nihon Univer
sity Expedition. The party of nine went by local boat from Kungmiut to
Sermiligaq, and left there on 5 July, reaching 16 September glacier two days
later. Continued by Col des Esquimaux and Glacier de France [134] and
climbed Avantgarden (3240 m) in seventeen hours on 18 July. Did Mount
Forel on 20 July and on 24 July the crossing party (Kinju Ikeda (leader),
Hiroshi Sagano, Tsugio Satsukime, Tadashi Tawata) left the support party
who reached Kungmiut on 27 August. The crossing party encountered strong
winds and snow every day, marching west-north-west. Climbed Mount
Jomfluhen (2800 m) on 6 August, and then left the mountain region. On IQ-I I

August reached highest point of crossing, 68°15' ,400W. Arrived Jakobshavn
I eptember. Ichiro Yoshizawa

East Greenland: Kristians glacier area, 1968 The Army East Greenland
Expedition: C. H. Agnew (leader), D. Beaton (evacuated from Knud Ras
mussens glacier with broken ankle), P. B. Cole (accompanied Beaton), P.
Dilly, J. W. A. Fleming, B. A. James, B. K. Porter, T. E. F. Taylor. Although
many expeditions had passed nearby during cros$ings of the ice-cap [de
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